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By Boston standards of the 1890’s, young Ada Caswell Pryce is not a good wife. Head-strong, beautiful, and educated, she longs for the days at university when she was free to be herself.  Now her husband Edward is forcibly steering her toward life as a proper society wife and mother. But rebellion soon follows: Ada drinks wine with her housekeepers, gives a feminist book to her ladies’ maid, fraternizes with disreputable characters, and even sneaks out for midnight horseback rides along the Charles River.  THE DISORDER OF LONGING is Natasha Bauman’s exhilarating debut novel about a woman’s lust for freedom within the constrictive fabric of Victorian society.  

As one of the first women in Boston to graduate from college—where she advocated for women's suffrage and had a passionate affair with a married Shakespeare professor—Ada finds her own married life suffocating and unbearable. Even her mother, a Boston Brahman, seems to care more about social status than about her only daughter’s discontentment and isolation. 

Ultimately it is her husband’s all-consuming passion for collecting rare orchids that provides Ada with an opportunity to escape.  In order for her daring plan to work, Ada must disguise herself as a man. Like an orchid, she needs both male and female attributes in order to survive. 

Once free, Ada’s quest for true love and adventure takes her through the dangerous slums of New York, the high seas of the Atlantic, and finally straight to the untamed jungles and villages of Brazil. 

-over-

About the author:

Natasha Bauman is a former ballet dancer and a native of southern California where she currently teaches college composition, literature, and critical thinking courses. While raising two children, she earned a BA in English and creative writing at UCLA, graduating summa cum laude; a master’s at Loyola Marymount University; and an MFA in fiction at Vermont College.  
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